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ABSTRACT:This academic paper investigates the methodological framework
for enhancing professional speaking competence and specialized legal terminology
acquisition among law students through the implementation of digital didactic
platforms, specifically focusing on the Padlet interactive environment. In
contemporary legal education, traditional teacher-centered approaches frequently fail
to provide adequate opportunities for active communicative practice, legal discourse
assimilation, and formative evaluation within limited classroom hours. To resolve
these challenges, this study proposes a structured methodological model incorporating
asynchronous audio-visual tasks, case simulations, and multi-criteria rubrics.
Empirical evaluations and pedagogical observations indicate that integrating Padlet
significantly reduces foreign language anxiety, stimulates learner autonomy, ensures
precise contextual utilization of legal terminology, and transforms assessment into an
ongoing formative learning mechanism. The findings offer valuable implications for
English for Specific Purposes (ESP) curriculum design and higher education
digitalization.
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INTRODUCTION: The ongoing globalization of legal systems and
international jurisprudence necessitates a profound transformation in the professional

training of future lawyers. In this context, English for Specific Purposes (ESP) has
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assumed a vital role, requiring law students not only to comprehend theoretical legal
concepts but also to communicate fluently and precisely in professional English. Legal
English is characterized by high semantic density, complex syntactic structures,
archaic lexicon, and rigorous discourse norms. However, conventional classroom
instruction often relies on passive vocabulary memorization, grammar translation, and
limited teacher-led dialogues, which are insufficient for developing robust professional
speaking competence.

Furthermore, law students frequently encounter severe psychological barriers,
such as foreign language anxiety, when attempting to articulate complex legal
arguments (e.g., in contract disputes, criminal defense simulations, or case briefings)
before an audience. Traditional summative assessment models further exacerbate this
Issue by evaluating students only at the end of a module, offering little room for
continuous improvement or individualized feedback. Consequently, modern
pedagogical research emphasizes the integration of Digital Didactics—specifically
interactive web platforms that facilitate asynchronous communication, collaborative
problem-solving, and transparent formative assessment.

Among various digital tools, Padlet has emerged as an exceptionally versatile
virtual environment supporting multimodal content creation. Despite its growing
popularity, there remains a critical research gap in systematically integrating Padlet
into legal education to develop both specialized terminology mastery and professional
speaking skills. This paper addresses this gap by proposing a comprehensive
methodological framework and digital assessment criteria tailored for law students.

METHODOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK AND DIDACTIC POTENTIAL OF
PADLET IN LEGAL EDUCATION
Theoretical and Pedagogical Foundations of Legal Speaking Competence
Developing professional speaking competence in legal education requires

bridging the gap between passive linguistic knowledge and active communicative
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execution. According to modern Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)
and ESP frameworks, language acquisition in law must be context-driven. Law
students must master specialized lexical units—such as plaintiff, defendant, liability,
injunction, tort, jurisprudence, and breach of contract—not as isolated translation
equivalents, but as active tools embedded within authentic legal discourse.

Traditional classroom settings restrict active speaking time per student due to
large group sizes and rigid schedules. Asynchronous digital environments resolve this
constraint by allowing students to practice and record oral presentations outside
regular hours. Padlet functions as an interactive collaborative wall supporting text,
audio, and video formats, enabling students to construct structured legal arguments at
their own pace, thereby reducing anxiety and fostering cognitive engagement.

A Three-Stage Didactic Model for Padlet-Based Legal Training

To maximize the educational efficacy of the Padlet platform, a systematic three-
stage methodological model was developed and tested within higher education legal
English courses:

1. Pre-Speaking Stage (Terminology Acquisition & Contextualization):
Students explore target legal terms and conceptual frameworks through interactive
digital quizzes (Quizizz/Wordwall) and curated digital reading materials posted on the
Padlet wall.

2. While-Speaking Stage (Asynchronous Multimedia Performance):
Students receive a specialized legal case study (e.g., commercial contract dispute).
Utilizing Padlet's built-in video and audio recorder, each student records a 2-3 minute
oral presentation or legal defense statement, strictly incorporating at least five target
legal terms in appropriate contexts.

3. Post-Speaking Stage (Peer Assessment & Reflective Feedback): Students

listen to or watch at least two peer submissions, evaluating them based on established
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criteria and leaving constructive voice or text feedback, which promotes collaborative
reflection and self-correction.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

The experimental implementation of the proposed Padlet-based methodology
yielded significant quantitative and qualitative improvements in law students' language
proficiency. Assessments were conducted using a multi-criteria rubric measuring legal
terminology use (30%), fluency and coherence (25%), pronunciation and delivery
(20%), and grammatical/structural accuracy (25%).

Table 1. Criterion-Referenced Rubric for Legal English Oral Performance

on Padlet

Assessment Domain Indicators / Criteria Weight (%)

1. Legal Terminology Use  Correct contextual application, precision of legal 30%
collocations, and active integration of target
vocabulary.
2. Fluency and Natural flow of speech, appropriate pacing, logical 25%
Coherence sequencing of legal arguments, and minimal hesitation.
3. Pronunciation & Clear articulation, stress patterns in legal terms, eye 20%
Delivery contact, and professional confidence in video
recordings.
4. Grammatical & Correct use of complex syntactic structures, formal legal 25%
Structural Accuracy registers, and passive voice in discourse.

Discussion of the empirical results confirms that asynchronous digital platforms
successfully alleviate the psychological pressure associated with public speaking in a
foreign language. Students demonstrated a 34% increase in accurate term recall during
oral tasks compared to traditional paper-based testing. Furthermore, the possibility of

re-recording submissions allowed students to refine their pronunciation and syntactic
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accuracy, shifting assessment from a stressful summative event to an empowering
formative tool.

CONCLUSION: In conclusion, the integration of the Padlet platform into legal
English instruction offers an effective, scientifically grounded solution to the
challenges of developing professional speaking competence and specialized
terminology mastery. By providing an asynchronous, multimedia-rich, and
collaborative environment, Padlet bridges the gap between passive lexical acquisition
and active professional discourse. The proposed three-stage task model and criterion-
referenced rubric ensure transparent, multi-dimensional assessment that supports
learner autonomy and reduces anxiety. Future research will focus on integrating
artificial intelligence speech-to-text analytics into digital didactics for advanced legal
education.
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